XVIII-CENTURY   MEDICINE
. Lecturer on Medicine he attracted many students, and on his
appointment to the Chair of Botany and Medicine at Leyden in
1709 his fame spread so widely that students from all over Europe,
and even from America, came to attend his classes. For over
twenty years he was the central figure of European medicine,
lecturing extempore in well phrased Latin, and adopting any
theory or system which might serve his purpose, for Boerhaave
was a partisan of no special method except, perhaps, that of
Hippocrates. Like Hippocrates, he placed the patient in the
centre of the picture, and favoured observation rather than
argument. Although only twelve beds were allotted to him, he
made excellent use of this scanty material.
His enormous private practice drew patients from the entire
civilized world, so that it is easy to believe the well-known tale
of a letter from China, addressed to " Dr. Boerhaave, Europe,"
which was delivered without delay. Needless to say, he was a
man of intense activity and boundless energy, possessed also, no
doubt, of a sound physique, though he suffered greatly from gout
in his later years. He was dignified, though kindly, in manner,
and gifted with a keen memory and a wide knowledge of affairs,
qualities of great value to the popular teacher and fashionable
physician which he was (Plate XLIV).
His chief works are the Institutions Medicae, 1708, and Apkorismi,
1709, both of which passed through many editions and were the
subject of various commentaries. The Index Plantarum^ 1710, is
a catalogue of the Botanical Gardens of Leyden, which he classi-
fied and enlarged. Not content with his reputation as a leading
physician and botanist, he accepted the Chair of Chemistry in
1718, and in 1731 he published Elementa Chemiae, which had
engaged his attention for some years.
Beloved and honoured during his lifetime, Boerhaave is still
commemorated at Leyden by an elegant statue; by the Boerhaave
Kwartier, as the Medical Buildings are called; by his town house,
once the seat of such intense activity; by his lovely country house,
a present from a grateful patient; and by the botanical gardens
which he so greatly loved.
Only second in importance to Boerhaave as an eighteenth-
century teacher was WILLIAM CULLEN (i 710-90).1 Cullen was
born at Hamilton, in Lanarkshire, where his father was a lawyer,
1 J. Thomson, Life of Dr. William Cullm, 2 vols., 1879 J J-D- Comrie, "An Eighteenth*
Century Consultant," Edin. Med. Jour., 1925, vol. xxxii. p. 17
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